
Women of Pax Leadership Board Meeting
Thursday, October 21, 2020
Pax Christi Catholic Church 

The Women of Pax Leadership Board met at 6:30 pm on Thursday, October 21, 2020, via
Zoom.  The following people were in attendance: Janet Graves, Gail Keidl, Mary Mataitis,
Carol O’Connor, Maxine Trolander, Barb Schuh, and Judy Wagner.

Maxine opened the meeting with a prayer and welcomed Judy Wagner and Barb Schuh whom
we had invited to join us to offer suggestions for meetings and activities that might work
during the Pandemic.

Minutes:  Mary Mataitis presented the minutes from the September meeting. They were
approved as amended.  

The financial report: Gail Keidl presented the financial report for the month. On September
24, 2020, our balance was $2815.57.  Deposits consisted of interest income of $0.58. We had
no expenses. Our current total is $2816.15. 

Recent Correspondence
� Request from Bernard Mpagazihe (his email is attached). In 2017 and 2019, we

supported Bernard’s organization Hands Without Boundaries Foundation, HWBF,
which supports women and children in an orphanage in the Congo in the past. We told
him last fall that worthy though his orphanage was, it did not help fulfill our mission to
build and grow the fellowship of all parishioners and to serve the parish wherever we
are needed. He accepted that but this year he is asking that we put out a request to our
membership list asking them to support his foundation as individuals.  After discussion,
we decided this is not an appropriate use of our private membership list.  Mary will
respond to him and suggest that he put out a request in the Pax bulletin.

� Request from Mark Marreel (Men of Pax) for assistance with High Pointe      
Thanksgiving Dinner.  In the past a Rosary group from Pax has funded a Thanksgiving
meal at High Pointe. This group has now disbanded but the Men of Pax would like to
continue to provide this meal.  Especially this year, the residents may not have another
option.  We agreed to donate $150 to this meal.  Mary will contact Mark and find out to
whom Gail should send a check.

Advent Retreat  
� Beth Kosta emailed the following report since she was out of town.

I talked to Fr. John and he said it would be fine for us to have our event in the church
on December 5th, and he is willing to say the mass for us!  So we are good to start
looking for a speaker!  I told him we would have mass at 9 and the whole event would
be from 9-10:30.  He asked Jessica to add it to the calendar for us, and she will make
sure that Luis cleans the church after we use it.  We are to work with Jessica on the
event and Fr. John on the mass.  I believe we were going to contact Gwen Buckingham
as a potential speaker.  If you have other ideas, just let me know and I'll make the calls.



� We discussed the need to follow safe guidelines with an event in the church: i.e. social
distancing, masks, and the need to avoid contacts such as hugs, etc.  The possibility of
live-streaming the retreat so that it could be watched at home by those who were not
comfortable at an in-person event. 

Discussion: WOP during the Pandemic
We discussed the responses to our questionnaire that we received trying to decide how to plan
events and activities in this uncertain time.

� There was interest in saying the Rosary in the Grotto.  Unfortunately the weather
changes makes that difficult. We considered the possibility watching weather reports
and sending out a call for any who are interested to gather in the Grotto and pray.

� Maxine suggested we say the Rosary socially distanced in front of the statue of Mary in
the church. We discussed the possibility of live streaming this. 

� Six people said they were willing to make phone calls. Maxine believes we will need to
have a script to make the calls easier. There was some question about whether we are
calling only our own membership list or whether we would join with the people from
the parish council who have been contacting people. Mary will contact Amy Crowley to
verify our plans.

� The general consensus was that many of our members missed the contacts with each
other that our meetings provided. Crafts have been popular as have activities such as the
Birthright Baby Shower.  Our most popular meeting last year was a soup luncheon at
noon with no program but lots of chances to interact. 

� We also discussed the risk of increased Covid infections which could make in person
meetings problematic. Many of our members may not be comfortable with being in a
group. Sandy emphasized how very important it is that we understand that the Virus
count is still going up.

� Judy Wagner came to share some of her suggestions for activities. She has been the
Activities Director of a 400 site RV resort with 50-75 activities a week and is willing to
share some of them with us. She has lot of ideas and supplies for crafts that could be
done either in person or via Zoom with participants picking up supplies in the church or
the office in advance.  Other suggestions: A Rosary via Zoom once a month; a
faith-based study once a week or once a month.

� Barb Schuh spoke about her experience with in person, socially distanced meetings in
McCauley Hall with St. Vincent dePaul.  She said there is enough space to spread out
and socially distance. She likes the idea of an in-person meeting. One of the attractions
of a meeting has always been the snacks served. Since we can’t have any food at any
event, she suggested we could package treats in bags for people to pick up as they leave
the meeting.

Future Plans
� After much discussion, we decided not to try an in-person meeting for November.

Instead, we will sponsor a live-streamed rosary that will take place in front of the statue
of Mary in the church.  Maxine will contact Father Sauer to discuss this.

� For December, we will do the Retreat on Saturday, December 5, as planned.  We realize
that if the Covid case counts increase dramatically the retreat may need to be virtual.

� In January we will accept Judy Wagner’s offer to do a craft event, either virtually or in
person.  We will discuss this further at our next Leadership Meeting.



Future Leadership Meetings 
� Our next meeting will tentatively be on Thursday, December 10, at 6:30 pm via Zoom.

We closed with a prayer at 7:55 pm.
 
Mary Mataitis
Secretary

Women of Pax Financial Report
Thursday, October 22, 2020

 Thursday, September 24, 2020 Income Expenses

 Starting balance 2815.57

 Interest on checking 0.58 2816.15

 Balance October 22, 2020 2816.15


